
This month we went particularly in search of dragonflies.  In Cyprus it is possible to see some dragonflies on the 

wing at any time of year, but the number both of species and individuals peaks in the summer.  The following report 

is by Ros (fauna) and Chris (flora) with a few photos taken on the day and others from the authors’ stock. 
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Trip Report:  Kritou Tera, Sunday 30 June 2019  

The group met at the village of Kritou Tera, and then shared cars down to the waterfall picnic site below the village 

(N 34.9625, E 32.4335) where there was a flowing stream, a cascade and a wide pool.  Despite the hot day (31oC in 

the sun) it was shaded and relatively cool.   

Above:   the Magnificent Emperor Anax immaculifrons    

Left: Calopteryx splendens, the Banded Demoiselle 

We were greeted by a glimpse of 

the largest dragonfly in Europe: 

the   Magnificent Emperor, Anax           

immaculifrons.   

Apart from Cyprus, southern  

Turkey and a few Greek islands, 

this impressive insect is mainly 

found in south Asia.  Easily recog-

nised by its size - up to 8.6 cm in 

length – and the distinctive black 

and pale-pinkish bands on its  

abdomen, it is a powerful flyer 

which swooped rapidly through 

the site. 

Our attention then turned to the many damselflies 

around the stream. Damselflies and dragonflies 

together form the insect Order Odonata, from 

Greek “toothed ones”. Both groups are efficient 

predators, eating many smaller insects. Compared 

to their dragonfly cousins, damselflies have a more 

slender body, widely-spaced eyes, and are adapted 

to flitting delicately through vegetation.              

The species here was Calopteryx splendens, 

“shining beautiful wings” in Greek and Latin.   

Male Calopteryx are a deep blue-green with a metallic sheen.  Their wings have a large dark patch formed by      

melanin pigment, with structural features which reflect blue light giving an iridescent sparkle.  Males use their 

wings for display, to attract females and hopefully intimidate other males.  



Females come in two varieties, called morphs.  The gynochrome or “female colour” morph have light coloured 

wings, while the androchrome or “male colour” morph have a coloured wing patch similar to that of the males.  

The androchrome morph is thought to be an adaptation to reduce mating harassment by males, as if the females 

are disguising themselves to attract less attention.  This might seem odd, but being pursued by too many males may 

prevent some females from laying eggs.  

Odonata have a unique way of mating.  The male first transfers 

his sperm to a pair of secondary genitalia at the base of his     

abdomen.  He then holds a female behind her head with      

claspers at the end of his abdomen, and she brings up her      

abdomen to receive the sperm.  No mating was observed    

during the group’s trip, but here are shown a mating pair and 

an egg-laying female seen on 27 May.  The female  inserts her 

eggs into vegetation just below the water surface, sometimes 

even submerging herself entirely to do this.  

The stream was also home to some Cyprus Water Frogs, Pelophylax cypriensis 

(“Cypriot mud guardian”). This was recognised in 2012 as a species new to       

science and endemic to the island.  

Above: a male netted for the group to see (this does not harm the damselfly) 

Photo:  Derek Noronha Above right:  female laying eggs on water plants  

Above: Calopteryx splendens: a gynochrome female, and above right: an androchrome female with dark wing patches   



Nearby was a freshwater crab, Potamon potamios.  These 

native river crabs were almost wiped out in the 20th      

century due to the use of DDT, and are still classified as 

near-threatened.   

Right:  Eastern Willow Spreadwing, Chalcolestes parvidens 

Claspers on the end of the abdomen show this is a  male  

Above: the cascade pool, and the river crab Potamon potamios (the one shown was photographed in the Ezousa valley) 

One other damsel species was found on the site – an        

Eastern Willow Spreadwing, Chalcolestes macrostigma.  

Adults of this species emerge in May/June and then     

generally disperse, returning to breed in the autumn.  

They then lay eggs in vegetation overhanging the water. 

When the larvae hatch they fall into the stream, where 

they will complete their development during the wet   

winter and spring. 



On the banks of the stream was found the Bell flower, 

Campanula peregrina. It is not well adapted to intense   

sunshine and high temperatures, having very large 

leaves. Accordingly, it is normally found at cooler,  

higher altitudes, by streams and in damp coniferous 

forest up to 4500 feet. But, occasionally, it can be 

found – as here - lower down in cool, shady habitats 

with its roots in water.  

Above: Bell Flower Campanula peregrina 

Right: the Caper Capparis spinosa, with a 

visiting bee collecting its pollen    

Leaving the valley, the group drove back towards the    

village.  A common species along the way was the    

Caper, Capparis spinosa, shown below.  Here, it is 

attended by a bee which never actually landed on the 

flower. Instead, it snatched the nutritious violet pollen 

from the anthers “on the wing”. It stored the pollen 

around its legs before  returning to the nest.   

Presumably, the plant benefits from this robbery, by 

the bee occasionally bumping into the green stigma at 

the centre of the flower, affecting cross pollination. Its 

flowers open in the morning and by midday have     

faded. The tender young shoots are edible when boiled 

as are the flower buds and fruit.   

A brief stop was made at an agricultural tank (N 34.95717, E 32.42221) where about 20 red dragonflies were 

swooping over the water.  They were a mixture of the Broad Scarlet Crocothemis erythraea, the Red-veined     

Dropwing Trithemis arteriosa, and the Violet Dropwing Trithemis annulata.   

Above:  Red-veined Dropwing Trithemis arteriosa, and above right: the Broad Scarlet Crocothemis erythraea, both males 



 These are all medium-sized dragonflies belonging to the Libellulidae family (perchers, darters and skimmers).  

Males are often brightly coloured, while the females tend to be brown or yellow, making them less conspicuous to 

predators.  As with all dragonflies, the males compete for breeding territory over the water, often fighting for the 

best spots, and waiting for females, who turn up when they are ready to mate and lay eggs.   

To round off the morning we drove to 

another site close by, a spring-fed pond 

on the north-facing hillside below 

Droushia (N 34.97106, E 32.40634).  The 

pond was partly surrounded by the           

invasive reed Arundo donax, but some 

areas were clear.   

There was again the vibrant red       

Crocothemis    erythraea and the violet 

Trithemis annulata.  Also close to the 

water’s edge was a blue dragonfly, the 

Keeled Skimmer Orthetrum coerulescens.   

Like the Anax immaculifrons which 

was seen earlier, it belongs to the 

family Aeshnidae (derived from the 

Greek Aechma, a spear) and is   

usually seen patrolling on the wing, 

chasing off any rival males, while 

looking out for a potential mate.    

Out over the pond, a larger individual flashed by: this was the Lesser   

Emperor Anax parthenope. It is the most common Emperor in Cyprus.  

Left: the Lesser Emperor 

Anax parthenope 

Below: Male Keeled Skimmer, Orthetrum coerulescens.   Above: plants by the pool, where a Skimmer can be seen perched 

Right and above right:: the Violet Dropwing Trithemis annulata, photographed by 

Derek Noronha  



Many globe thistles (Echinops spinosissimus) were seen, reaching heights of over 2m.  Their spherical blue flowers 

have fearsome spines even in the flower head. The head consists of numerous tubular flowers, with five lobes, con-

tained in metallic blue phyllaries. It produces copious amounts of nectar at the base of the tube which is a great 

attraction for insects such as butterflies and hornets.  

Besides the dry track leading to the pond were numerous plants of 

the umbellifer Eryngium creticum. There were a number of colour 

forms, but the best had metallic blue flowers, stems and spines. The 

flowers were protected by a ring of spines, up to 5cm long. 

Another spiny, diminutive plant grew besides the same track, Cardopatium corymbosum. In spring it has a basal 

rosette of spiny leaves. Out of the centre, in summer, emerges a short stalk with a curved inflorescence of blue 

flowers. After flowering, the stalk breaks off in the wind and becomes a tumble weed, scattering its seed far and 

wide. 

The margins of the pond were an 

ideal habitat for the common   

Lythrum junceum, named because 

its habitat is similar to that of the 

rushes (Junceum). It has a spike of 

flowers, each flower with 6 showy 

purple petals. 

Many plants in Cyprus have spines, to protect 

them from predation. Ononis spinosa, shown 

right, is no exception. It belongs to the Pea  

Family (Leguminoseae or Fabaceae) as shown by 

the flower structure with the standard at the 

top; two wings on either side and the keel at the 

bottom between the wings. 

Above:  Globe thistle Echinops spinosissimus with a nectaring butterfly and hornet.  Above: Cardopatium corymbosum  

Right: Eryngium creticum 

Left: Lythrum 

Junceum 

Right: Ononis spinosa  


